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The optimism around Durham Lead, captured by the Ballarat Star in 1857: 
 
 

The whole of this locality closely connected as it is with the South Durham, 
Union Jack, and Buninyong, presents an unusually busy appearance. A new 
rush to the South Durham, has added increased activity at the claims close up 
to those getting gold on the original Durham. The political subjects are helping 
to contribute to the unwonted excitement. 
 
More visible earnestness exists here than anywhere around Ballarat; why so is 
no mystery. The prospects on the lead are of the most gratifying kind, and gold 
appears plentiful on all the claims in the gutter. 8, 9 and 10 are doing ‘first-
rate’, so also is 16, 17 and 18, who washed a patch of several ounces out of a 
small quantity of stuff; still this is very common on all the loads. The White 
Star Company is into the gold on the reef, and is shaping well. It appears the 
lead is tending much more towards the hill than many expected, as this 
company has had a long drive in. The Homeward Bound are progressing well; 
so also is the Champion of the Seas, and the various parties ahead. The boring 
machine is progressing with its work, but the depth I did not come at precisely, 
and prospects here are good. 
 
Ryder’s Lead is a thorough shicer; for, after considerable driving no gold can be 
found there. 
 
The Green Hills are in greater prosperity than ever, and shows under the 
improved steam appliances what can be done here as well as elsewhere in every 
respect.” 

 
Ballarat Star 23rd June 1857  
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Introduction 
 
This report is a brief history of Durham Lead and Garibaldi, compiled from documents and 
oral histories provided by members of the community and other historical accounts of the 
Buninyong region. Special acknowledgment is paid to the personal historical account of 
Durham Lead, Hardies Hill, Garibaldi and Grenville written by JC Crombie on the 14th of 
August 1934. To denote the significance of such a personal account of this region in the late 
1860s to early 1870s, excerpts from Mr Crombie’s account are highlighted throughout this 
report. 
 
It begins with acknowledgement of the Wadawurung people, the traditional landowners 
and custodians of the land of Durham Lead and a tribute to the region in the words of JC 
Crombie, taken from his historical account. 
 
This is followed by a historical overview of Durham Lead and Garibaldi including sub-
sections that focus on the population and demographics of Durham Lead, economic and 
commercial activity other than gold mining, gold mining companies and leads, the pastoral 
history of the area and education. The report concludes with a brief section on the area 
today and the historical location of key sites. 
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The Wadawurung People 
 
 
As with most of the lands around Ballarat, the life and cultural practices of the traditional 
owners of Durham Lead and Garibaldi were impacted by the discovery of gold. The 
traditional life of the Wadawurung people was threatened by colonial land grabs, forcing 
the Wadawurung people to adapt to survive as immigrants of the gold rush arrived en 
masse to the Victorian goldfields. Stories of the gold rush often fail to speak to the 
traditional owners of these lands. The Wadawurung people adapted, taking up roles as 
trackers and guides to assist colonial settlers to find gold. Others served in the Native Police 
Corps, formed to track law breakers, police gold licences and patrol and protect sites and 
shipments. The Wadawurung people, prior to colonisation, quarried for many rocks and 
minerals, including ochres, basalt, kaolin and obsidian as well as sandstones and 
greenstones. Despite valuing gold differently, the Wadawurung people quickly learned its 
economic worth and partook of both fossicking and mining, eventually using gold as trade 
currency for supplies such as food and clothing.1 
 

JC Crombie (in his words in 1934) 
 
 

But in lately visiting the district I was born in (72 years ago yesterday) it put me in mind 

of the migratory swallow when returning in spring. I have found a change and many a 

change, faces and footsteps and all things strange and marks on the floor as of life 

blood spilt, naught looks the same save the nest we built. But in this case most of the 

nests have been pulled down. The room that I was born in still stands. I have learned to 

sit aside sometimes remembering that years and events go by in quick procession, like 

random beads upon the string of time, not one of them to be seen before it come, not 

one of them to be held as it goes by, but looking back one can see a pattern apreading 

(sic), the panorama widens, maybe it is life that moves on, groping into reality that does 

not change = travellers all adventuring into that timeless country where the old live, 

whose name is “memory”.2  

 
 
 
 

 
1 Eureka Centre Ballarat and Art Gallery of Ballarat no date, Eureka Education Kit, Eureka Centre Ballarat and 
Art Gallery of Ballarat, Victoria, Australia. 
2 Crombie, JC 1934, History of Durham Lead, Hardies Hill, Garibaldi and Grenville, Federation University 
Australia Historical Documents Collection, Federation University Australia 
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Historical Overview 
 
 
The township of Durham Lead was one of a number of centres of gold mining associated 
with the early Victorian Gold Rush in the Ballarat region. Located approximately fifteen 
kilometres South of Ballarat, Durham Lead was sited along the main lead that ran South and 
along the valley of the Leigh River/Yarrowee Creek.3 Garibaldi, a second township just south 
of Durham Lead, also formed around the mines that sprung up along the gold lead. A map of 
the township in 1899 is shown in Figure 1, below. 
 
The discovery of gold in March of 1856 at the Green Hill Diggings (present day location 
Sandy’s Hill Road near Brennan’s Road) marked the beginning of accelerated activity in 
Durham Lead. The Duke of Northumberland Goldmining Company and the Pioneer 
Goldmining Company were two of the largest mining companies operating in this area. The 
township of Durham Lead hosted several commercial entities to support the community, 
including a hotel, post office, general store, butcher and draper. Mining, however, was the 
only major industry in Durham Lead and Garibaldi.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
The Green Hills School, originally operating as a Wesleyan school in 1857, became the 
Durham Lead State School in 1972. A second school was established in 1879 in Garibaldi.4 
 
Durham Lead was described in 1879 as located in: 
 

“(County Grant), a postal mining township in the Parish of Borhoneyghurk, 
and electoral district of North Grenville. It is under the control of the 

Buninyong Shire Council, and is situated on the river Leigh; Mount 
Buninyong being 3 ½ miles, and Mount Helen 5 miles distant. There are no 

mills or manufacturies in the township. The district is a gold-mining one, 
the workings being chiefly alluvial, with a little quartz. Agriculture is also 
carried out to a limited extent in the neighbourhood. The nearest places 

are Buninyong, 4 miles North from the post office; the Durham Lead, 
however, trending more to the Southeast; and Ballarat, 11 miles 
Northwest. Coaches run to both places, and with Melbourne the 

communication is by rail from either place, the distance being 93 miles. 

 
3 Victorian Places 2015, Durham Lead, Victorian Places, viewed 15th September 2021, 
https://www.victorianplaces.com.au/durham-lead 
4 Buninyong and District Historical Society 2011, Excursion to Durham Lead, Buninyong and District Historical 
Society, Victoria, Australia. 

In the words of JC Crombie … you will understand when you 
take a glance at the quantity of Mullock heap along the old 
Durham Lead, that the greater part of the population were 
miners, and as the population was large, (estimated 10,000) … 
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The surrounding country is undulating, with low flats, and occasional 
ranges and table lands. The geological formation is lower Silurian with 
recent surface drift; and the population numbers about 600 persons.”5 

 
Repeated issues with water seeping into mine leads from the water table caused 
operational problems for the mining companies in Durham Lead and Garibaldi. At 
the end of the 1880s, most mining companies had either significantly scaled down 
their operations or closed them completely.6 
 

 

 
Figure 1: 1899 Map of the Township of Durham Lead (Scale of Chains), showing the Leigh River/Yarrowee Creek and 
township lots.  As a gold diggings town, Durham Lead was not surveyed until the area was on the decline and the survey 
was based on occupation, resulting in irregular-shaped blocks.7 

By 1903, the Australian Handbook (in Victorian Places 2015) described Durham Lead as: 
 

“a postal township, in the county of Grant, electorate of Grenville, shire of 
Buninyong, on the Leigh river, 84 ½ postal miles N.W. of Melbourne. 

Communication is by train to Buninyong, thence to Durham Lead; two 

 
5 Baker, DN 8th June 1976, letter to Miss CL Scott regarding historical records of the Durham Lead Post Office, 
Australia Post, Ballarat, Victoria. See Appendix C for copy of correspondence. 
6 Victorian Places 2015, Durham Lead, Victorian Places, viewed 15th September 2021, 
https://www.victorianplaces.com.au/durham-lead 
7 Victorian Department of Crown Lands and Survey 1899, Township of Durham Lead, Parish of Buninyong, 
County of Grant, Victoria Department of Crown Lands and Survey, accessed 15th September 2021. 
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couches run to Ballarat Monday, Wednesday, and Saturday, 1 s. Pioneer 
hotel. The district is chiefly of a mining and agricultural nature. It has a 

State school (No. 280), and three places of worship – Presbyterian, Free 
Presbyterian Church of Scotland, and Primitive Methodist. Formation: 

lower Silurian, with recent surface drift. Population, about 100.”8 
 

As mining dried up in Durham Lead, the commercial focus of the area shifted to agriculture. 
In 1933, Durham Lead had two churches and a store but by 1960, it was described as only an 
agricultural district.9 Durham Lead is identified today by a mullock heap, a remanent of its 
short heyday as source of gold in the Buninyong region, and the outline of Mount Mercer 
Road.10 The Garibaldi State School No. 2173 is now a community hall, the old post office 
building remains and many of the streets are named after the early pioneers. 
 

Population/Demographics 
 
 
The majority of mining settlers, according to Crombie, were from Cornish and 
Northumberland with a few Welsh while the farming families were mainly Irish and Scottish. 
Crombie reflects that a large contingent of Chinese migrants, upwards of 3,000, worked in 
the camps in Garibaldi.11 However, this figure is considered high by Griffiths (1988), who 
writes “(t)he Garibaldi area also attracted many Chinese” but notes that there were only 
sixteen Chinese migrants rated by the Shire of Buninyong at Garibaldi in 1870.12 The actual 
number may not be known. Chinese migrants worked the mine waste from the puddling 
machines that would eventually make its way to the river.  
 
In his historical account, Crombie makes specific mention of “the old pioneers of both the 
mining and agricultural districts”, including Martin Hosking, the first town missioner of 
Ballarat and John and Sammy James. A list of these individuals is available in Crombie’s 
letter (see Appendix 2) and speaks to a strong sense of community. 
 
Table 1, below, provides a snapshot of Census Date and population for Durham Lead. The 
table shows the ebb and flow of settlement at the height of the gold mining period in 1871 
in Durham Lead and the more recent stabilisation of the population. 
 
 
 

 
8 Victorian Places 2015, Durham Lead, Victorian Places, viewed 15th September 2021, 
https://www.victorianplaces.com.au/durham-lead 
9 Ibid. 
10 Ibid. 
11 Crombie, JC 1934, History of Durham Lead, Hardies Hill, Garibaldi and Grenville, Federation University 
Australia Historical Documents Collection, Federation University Australia 
12 Griffiths, P 1988 Three Times Blest – A History of Buninyong and District 1837 – 1901, Buninyong & District 
Historical Society, Buninyong Victoria. 
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Table 1: Select Census Date and Population Figures - Durham Lead 

Census Date Population 
1871 723 
1911 247 
1961 53 

2011* 398 *Includes Surrounds 
2016* 392 *Includes Surrounds 

(Source: Victorian Places 2015 and ABS 2011 and 2016) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Image 1: Photograph of, with inscription that reads “John Lockyer and Mary Lockyer (nee Williamson) with 
daughter Bertha at Bonnie Doon Durham Lead. House no longer stands as it was burnt down in the 1980s. 
Bertha Lockyer taught needlework at the Garibaldi school.” 

 
 
 

In the words of JC Crombie … They were a wonderful lot of 
people and their families as far as I know them are a credit to 
their ancestors.  
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Image 2: The sisters 
of Mary Ozilla 
Williamson 
(undated). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Image 3: Photograph of, with inscription “Ruth Dickson (nee Williamson) and Will Dickson. The children are 
perhaps Rob and Jack, later they had Dorothy Ern and Margaret who married Ron Pucky and lived near Ky” 
(undated). 
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Image 4: Family photo - Kinsey's place on Mercer Road, up from the bridge, taken in 1906. 

 

Economy, Commerce and Society 
 
 
Local economic and commercial activity in the region consisted of mining companies and 
hotels with a limited range of other small businesses, including a few butchers and 
blacksmiths, a baker, a grocer and a general store and a drapery.13 The economy and 
prosperity of the Durham Lead area was intimately tied to the gold diggings and when 
mining activity ceased, economic vibrancy was lost. The great decline in mining began in 
1875, noted by the Shire Valuer who reported to Council that 
 

 in the West Riding alone the valuation had decreased by over ℒ2000, 
‘owing to mining decline, over one third of the mining population having 

 
13 Ibid. 
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removed to other districts during the past year, and nearly the whole of 
the mines have stopped operation’.14 
 

Crombie’s historical account speaks of a crooked road through the region owing partly to 
administration by a Roads Board, comprised primarily of Publicans who planned the road to 
reach their own hotel. Fortunately, the hotels were near the centre of the population! The 
roads also followed the bullock wagon tracks and the Cobb & Co. coach tracks which had 
mapped out the easiest gradients to take.15 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Social life in Durham Lead and Garibaldi required imagination and the making of one’s fun. 
The Hardies Hill-Mt Mercer and Cargarie Agriculture and Pastoral Society’s Show Ground 
was held each year in November for many years. The Show was described by Crombie as a 
“regular gala day for the district”. The original grounds were located behind Tucker’s Hotel 
before moving to the recreation ground.16 
 

Image 5: 
Photograph 
(left) of the 
Lockyer family, 
1878 to 1912, in 
front of the 
Durham Lead 
Post Office. 
Standing at the 
back, left to 
right - Elizabeth 
Lockyer and 
Grandmother, 
D. Fry and front, 
left to right, 
Mary, Hilda 
(Auntie Dulcies 
mother) and 
Edna (Lockyer) – 
3 daughters of 
Elizabeth & 
William Lockyer. 

 
14 Shire of Buninyong, 1875 in Griffiths, P 1988, Three Times Blest – A History of Buninyong and District 1837 – 
1901, Buninyong & District Historical Society, Buninyong Victoria. 
15 Ibid. 
16 Ibid.  

In the words of JC Crombie … the engineers of those days must 
have been of little account, as the road south through the 
abovementioned places was so very crooked. …  
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Image 6: A Boxing Day reunion at Durham 
Lead, approximately 1915, with inscription on 
back of photo, right. 
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Image 7: Photograph of a gathering at Durham Lead, persons and date unknown. 

 
 

 
Image 8: A memento of the Dance & Euchre party held at Durham Lead, 13th May 1938, with handwritten 
listing of names. 
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Figure 2: Listing of persons attending the Dance and Euchre Party 1938, Image 8 above.  
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Hotels 
 
These establishments provided board and lodgings to settlers as well serving as venues for 
inquests, and community and company meetings. There were several hotels situated along 
the route from Buninyong to Garibaldi, including the Travellers Rest, the National, the Black 
Bull that was located on the John Bull Creek, the Live and Let Live, the Endfield (sic?), the 
Pioneer and the Garibaldi.17 The hoteliers or owners noted by Crombie are listed in Table 2. 
 
Table 2: Hoteliers/Owners of Durham Lead Region Hotels18 

 
Establishment Hotelier/Owner Additional Information 
Travellers Rest Kept by Hodges  
National - Located on Slaughterhouse Road (?) 
Black Bull Kept by Mrs Janet Mitchell Located on John Bull Creek 
Live and Let Live Kept by Mr Phillip Windmiller Transferred to Joseph Pariso in 1874 
Enfield Owned by Robert Denholm  
Pioneer Owned by Edward Charlton Hostelry, operated until 1930s 
Garibaldi Owned by William Hocking  

 
Other Businesses 
 
The principal places of businesses, other than mining companies and hotels, comprised 
services to support the growing communities as miners settled into the region and families 
began to accompany them. Butchers and slaughterhouses, as well as bakeries, general 
stores and grocers were essential for food and supplies. Griffiths (1988) identifies at least 
three drapery stores, including one owned by a Mr Higgins who kept a healthy inventory of 
items such as boots, shoes and hosiery as well as drapery. The two other draperies were 
owned by Constantine Sattello and Mr Hanniford. A Mr William Brew was a stationer while 
the shoe-makers were Joseph Fields and Ben Robertson. Sadly, the works of a local artist of 
the time, John Austin, have not been located to date.19 
 
Two lists of businesspersons were obtained – a list generated from Crombie’s historical 
account and a list from the Commercial Directory of the Victoria Post Office (see Tables 3 
and 4, below). Together, these lists provide an account of businesses and their proprietors 
operating in the Durham Lead region from the 1860s to the mid 1890s. 
 
 
 
  

 
17 Ibid. 
18 Ibid. 
19 Griffiths, P 1988 Three Times Blest – A History of Buninyong and District 1837 – 1901, Buninyong & District 
Historical Society, Buninyong Victoria. 



 
  DURHAM LEAD 

 

DURHAM LEAD 15 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

  
 

Image 9: Photograph of the Pioneer Hotel, circa 1900.  



 
  DURHAM LEAD 

 

DURHAM LEAD 16 

 

Table 3: Businesspersons of Durham Lead 1860s to 1870s 

Names and Occupations of Businesspersons of Durham Lead Region (JC Crombie 1934 Historical 

Account)20 

Durham Lead Businesses 

Surname First Name Occupation 
Hanniford - Drapery Emporium 

Kinsey - Blacksmith 

Lamb Robert Grocery & General Store 

Martin John Blacksmith21 

Oliver - Blacksmith 

Wells - Bakery 

Whykes - Slaughterman & Butcher 

Wright - Butcher 

Garibaldi Businesses 

Surname First Name Occupation 
Bend - Boarding House 

Jones - Grocer 

Lamplough - Butcher & Slaughter Yard 

Moyle - Slaughter Yard & Butchery 

Stevens - Grocer 

Troy - Grocer 

 
Table 4: Businesspersons of Durham Lead 1893-94 

Names and Occupations of Businesspersons of Durham Lead (Victoria Post Office Commercial 

Directory of 1893-94)22 

Surname First Name Occupation 
Austin John H.W. Photographer 

Gilbert Richard Butcher 

Green William Can Proprietor 

Grylls Thomas Garibaldi Hotel 

Harrison William Contractor 

Kinsey Samuel Blacksmith 

Kinsman Joseph Stonemason 

Lockyer William Grocer 

Malari Mateo Pioneer Hotel 

Martin John Blacksmith 

McSween Angus Contractor 

Mitchell Thomas Butcher 

Payne Samuel Storekeeper 

Scott James Carpenter 

Smithies Henry Carpenter 

 
20 Ibid. 
21 Crombie 1934 - After alluvial claims stopped work, opened on the main road – prior to this was working on 
the Garibaldi claim as a blacksmith and also operating a private business West of this claim. 
22 Baker, DN 8th June 1976, letter to Miss CL Scott regarding historical records of the Durham Lead Post Office, 
Australia Post, Ballarat, Victoria. 
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Image 10: Photograph of Mr and Mrs S Payne in front of Payne - Grocer & Produce Merchant, Durham Lead. 
Samuel Payne was recorded as the Storekeeper in 1893. 

 
Post Office 
 
The Post Office at Durham Lead was opened on the 10th August 1863. The first Postmaster 
was Robert Lamb and he received an annual allowance of ℒ10 ($20 Australian). This 
allowance had increased to ℒ40 ($80) by 1868. The boom and eventual decline of Durham 
Lead from a gold mining perspective is reflected in the reduction of the annual allowance to 
ℒ25 ($60) in the following year, 1869. The Postmaster allowance remained at ℒ25 until 1874 
when is was increased again at a rate of ℒ5  per annum to ℒ30. Three years later, the rate 
dropped again to ℒ24 ($48) per annum.  
 
In 1883, there was a change of Postmaster to K.M. Lambie who was still serving in 1884, the 
last year records of the Post Office recorded who was the Postmaster or Postmistress. The 
postal records show the annual allowance had fallen again to ℒ14 ($24) and that 6,502 
letters had been processed through the Durham Lead Post Office that year.  
 
Miss M.E. Scott was appointed as the Postmistress on 6th December 1912 at an annual 
allowance of ℒ16. Postmasters and Postmistresses were required to provide a place of 
business for the operation of the Post Office with no further compensation or 
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remuneration. The fidelity of the Postmaster or Postmistress was guaranteed by the 
Postmaster-General’s Department. As the annual allowance for Miss Scott was less than 
ℒ25 per annum, she was not required to pay any premium on the guarantee.23 A copy of the 
notification of appointment of Miss Scott as Postmistress is shown in Figure 4 below. 
 
Miss Scott passed away in 1952, still as the Postmistress for Durham Lead. Following her 
death, her daughter Miss Catherine Lucy Scott was appointed Postmistress on 1st May 1952 
and was the last Postmistress of Durham Lead.24 The Post Office in Durham Lead officially 
closed on 14th May 1976.25 Together, the Misses Scott served as the Postmistress of Durham 
Lead for more than sixty years. 
 
A copy of the Inspector’s Financial Statement – Non-Money Order Offices (see Figure 3, 
below) dated the day of closure shows a financial position of $39.40. The former Post Office 
building remains standing today (see Image 11, below). 
 

 
Image 11: The Durham Lead Post 
Office (left and below). 

 
23 Commonwealth of Australia, 1912, Postmaster-General’s Department General Post Office notification of 
appointment as Postmistress to Mrs M.E. Scott.  
24 Ibid. 
25 Cowling, JD 25th February 1976, letter to Miss CL Scott regarding approval for closure of the Durham Lead 
Post Office, Australia Post, Ballarat, Victoria. See Appendix 3 for letter. 
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Figure 3: Final account of the Durham Lead Post Office at its closure on 14th May 1976 (Source: Australia Post, 
1976). 

Australia Post’s records of Mail Contracts are not complete but the following information 
was provided to the younger Miss Scott in 1976. The 1866 mail route was recorded as “to 
and from Buninyong and Hardie’s Hill by way of Durham Lead, three days a week” with 
coach as the mode of travel. In the period 1902 to 1905, William James Eason held the mail 
delivery contract for “to and from Buninyong and Mount Mercer, via Durham Lead, Hardie’s 
Hill and Grenville, six days a week”. A.H. Dixon and J.G. Brimscombe of Buninyong held the 
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mail delivery contract for the period 1905 to 1908. John Thomas Redfern held the contract 
between 1914 and 1917 and James Henry McBain of Durham Lead held the mail delivery 
contract for the period 1920 to 1923.26 
 

 

 
Image 12: Photograph of Mr Jim Fanning and the inscription on back of photo – “Mr Jim Fanning learning to 
deliver mail to Durham Lead, Hardies Hill, Grenville and Mt Mercer PO - Scott, Durham Lead”.  

 
26 Baker, DN 8th June 1976, letter to Miss CL Scott regarding historical records of the Durham Lead Post Office, 
Australia Post, Ballarat, Victoria. 
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Figure 4: Notification to Mrs M.E. Scott of her appointment as Postmistress of Durham Lead (Commonwealth 
of Australia, 1912).  
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Gold Mining 
 
Several gold mine companies were operational in the Durham Lead area, both on the Lead 
itself and East and West of it. The two largest companies were the Duke of Northumberland 
Gold Mining Company and the Pioneer Goldmining Company.27 The Convention Gold Mining 
Company also mined the Durham Lead area. Gold tributaries that ran into the deep lead 
which followed the Leigh River included Durham Lead, Garibaldi, Black Lead and 
Scotchman’s Lead. 

 
Image 13: Illustration of the Duke of Northumberland Goldmining Company, Durham Lead 1863 (Source: 
Griffiths, P 1988, p. 62). 

 

 
Image 14: The Duke of Northumberland Goldmining Company winding engine (18 horsepower) (Source: 
Griffiths, P 1988, p.63). 

 
27 Victorian Places 2015, Durham Lead, Victorian Places, viewed 15th September 2021, 
https://www.victorianplaces.com.au/durham-lead  
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The Pioneer Goldmining Company, also known as the Tunnel Company, was the richest mine 
based on total yield and had been formed from the amalgamation of several small Claims in 
1857. The Pioneer Goldmining Company struck the gutter in late 1860 and began to reap 
reward in early 1861 when the first dividends were declared. The name “Tunnel Company” 
originated from the entrance to the Pioneer mine, a 150 feet underlie shaft which led down 
to the mine. This shaft created much expense for the company associated with the 
dewatering of the mine. It was necessary to haul water up from the mine in iron tanks, using 
ropes and chains, and this arduous process more than once almost bankrupted the 
company which had little capital at its disposal. The company eventually installed pumps to 
replace the manual haulage of water and this began to turn the profitability of the mine. 
Almost 12,000 ounces of gold had been produced by mid-1864 and 63 men were employed 
by the Pioneer Goldmining Company.28 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Other companies that mined in the Durham Lead area are listed in Table 3, below. A brief 
history of each company’s date of establishment or first record of mining activity, its Site 
Number and lead and production record, with any relevant points of note, are listed. The 
full available mining history of each company can be obtained using the company’s Heritage 
Inventory Number (HI NO.). These records are available on the Victorian Heritage Database 
administered by Heritage Council Victoria (see footnote for site URL).29 Records can be 
located by searching with the company’s HI NO. listed in Table 3. 
 
A map of the companies mining the main deep lead along the Leigh Valley is shown in Figure 
5, below. A second map, from the Department of Primary Industries (2003) is shown in 
Figure 47 in Appendix 4. 
 
The Prospectus of the Ballarat South Gold Dredging Company was released in July 1899. The 
share release sought to purchase and work an 84 acre gold mining property located on the 
Leigh River/Yarrowee Creek. A copy of the prospectus is included as Appendix 1. This was a 
typical method for the raising of capital for the purchase of land for mining. This Prospectus 
offered 40,000 shares of 5 shillings each, with a minimum 10,000 Shares required to be 
applied for before any allotment could take place. The Prospectus includes a memorandum 

 
28 Griffiths, P 1988 Three Times Blest – A History of Buninyong and District 1837 – 1901, Buninyong & District 
Historical Society, Buninyong Victoria. 
29 Heritage Council Victoria - https://vhd.heritagecouncil.vic.gov.au/ 

In the words of JC Crombie … The principal mines starting again 
from the Buninyong estate were the “National”, “John Bull”, 
“Tunnel”, “Duke of Northumberland”, Garibaldi”, “Enfield”, 
“Duke of Cornwall”, “P.I.”, “Perseverance” and “Crisis”.  
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of the sale, geological and engineering inspection reports, a plan of the Crown Lease and the 
Shares application.30 
 

 
Figure 5: Locations and names of gold mining companies working the main lead along the Leigh Valley 
(Source: Griffiths P 1988, p. 59).  

 
30 Australian Mines Development Company 1889, Prospectus of the Ballarat South Gold Dredging Company, 
State Library of Victoria available at http://search.slv.vic.gov.au/primo-
explore/fulldisplay?vid=MAIN&docid=SLV_VOYAGER2029329 



 
  DURHAM LEAD 

 

DURHAM LEAD 25 

 

Table 5: Durham Lead and Garibaldi Gold Mining Companies 

Gold Mining Company, Date 
Established/Activity Recorded and 
Heritage Inventory Number (HI NO.) 

Site Number and 
Location 

Production 

Board of Advice Company 
HI NO: H7622-0232 
 
 
 
Optimus Company 
HI NO: H7622-0233 
 
Green Hill Company -  
HI NO: H7622-0234 
(see also HI NO: H7622-0235 - Site 
Number 200 Green Hill Leads Mine) 

Site Number 199.01 
Buninyong-Green Hill 
Lead 
Green Hills No. 5 
 
See above 
 
 
See above 
 
 

Annual yields listed in 
record 
June 1866 – Obtaining 
good averages 
 
See above 
 
 
See above 

Buninyong Freehold Gold Mining 
Company 
August 1857 
HI NO: H7622-0241 
(see also HI NO: H7622-0242 – Site 
Number 202.03, H7622-0243 – Site 
Number 202.04, H7622-0244 – Site 
Number 202.05, H7622-0245 – Site 
Number 202.06 and H7622-0246 – 
Site Number 204) 

Site Number 202.02 
Buninyong-
Scotchmans 
No. 3 shaft – Site 378 
No. 4 shaft – Site 379 
No. 6 shaft – Site 399 
No. 8 shaft – Site 382 

Mine is one of nine 
shafts originally part of 
this company – total 
production 1132.979 kg 
Later became Buninyong 
Gold Mining Company – 
additional 1745.186 kg 
August 1865 to 
September 1869 – 
Recorded production of 
36,425 oz 5 dwt 8 gr 
(1132.979 kg) 

City of Manchester Company 
January 1863 
HI NO: H7622-0227 

Site Number 198 – 
Grenville-Durham 
Lead 
Durham Lead No. 5 

June 1866 – Gold 
obtained paid for 
expenses 
1867/8 – Idle 
December 1886 – new 
company formed to 
rework this mine 
1863 to 1886 – 
Recorded production of 
16.441 kg of gold 

Chryseis, Perseverance & Ladies 
Meeting Gold Mining Companies 
January 1863 
HI NO: H7622-0226 

Site Number 197 – 
Buninyong-Garibaldi 
Durham Lead  
(largest claim in 
district) 

May 1866 to October 
1866 – Recorded 
production of 476 oz 18 
dwt 6 gr (14.384 kg) 
July 1871 to September 
1875 – Recorded 
production of 10,453 oz 
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Gold Mining Company, Date 
Established/Activity Recorded and 
Heritage Inventory Number (HI NO.) 

Site Number and 
Location 

Production 

12 dwt 11 gr (325.152 
kg) 
March 1878 – 
Suspended operations, 
interest in drainage 
scheme being carried 
out 

Convention Gold Mining Company See Pioneer 
Goldmining Company 

 

Duke of Cornwall Company 
23rd March 1863 
HI NO: H7622-0224 

Site Number 195 – 
Buninyong-Garibaldi 
Durham Lead No. 5 

1865 to 1871 – 
Recorded production of 
7,611 oz gr (236.753 kg) 

Duke of Northumberland Gold Mining 
Company 

See Pioneer 
Goldmining Company 

 

Enfield Company 
March 1864 
HI NO: H7622-0223 
 

Site Number 194 – 
Buninyong-Garibaldi 
Durham Lead No. 5 

June 1865 to June 1871 
– Recorded production 
of 2,461 oz 3 dwt 
(76.552 kg) 

Garibaldi Gold Mining Company (Ltd) Garibaldi Limited company, 
capital of ℒ12,000, held 
in 80 shares of ℒ150 
each, employed 50 
miners 

Great Buninyong Estate Company 
10th February 1896 
HI NO: H7622-0239 

Site Number 202 
Buninyong 

1895 to November 1898 
– Recorded production 
of 154 oz 1 dwt from 
212 tons (4.792 kg from 
215 tonnes) 

Great Central Company 
HI NO: H7622-0240 

Site Number 202.01 
Buninyong 
Description of location 
and remains only 

 

Great Britain Gold Mining Company 
c1857 – commenced works 
HI NO: H7622-0238 

Site Number 201 
Buninyong 
Durham Lead Mines 

Amalgamation with John 
Bull Company 

Ladies Meeting Gold Mining 
Company 

See Chryseis Company  

Leigh Consols Company 
November 1862 
HI NO: H7622-0225 

Site Number 196 – 
Buninyong-Garibaldi 
Durham Lead No. 2 

June 1866 – Gold 
obtained paid for 
expenses 
1867/8 - Idle 

Leigh Grand Junction Company Durham Lead Deep lead mine 
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Gold Mining Company, Date 
Established/Activity Recorded and 
Heritage Inventory Number (HI NO.) 

Site Number and 
Location 

Production 

Old Forties Company 
HI NO: H7622-0236 
 
 
 
John Bull Company 
August 1857 
HI NO: H7622-0237 

Site Number 200.01 
Buninyong 
Description of location 
and remains only 
 
Site Number 200.02 
Buninyong 
Durham Lead 

 
 
 
 
 
December 1862 – 
Produced 4,500 by this 
time 
1863 – Yields fallen, 31 
shareholders preferred 
to forfeit mine 
December 1870 – 
Produced 700 ounces 
with Hopeful and other 
workings 
July 1860 to December 
1871 – Recorded 
production of 4878 oz 
11 dwt 3 gr (151.774 kg) 
March 1872 – Problems 
with water – some 
miners thrown out of 
work while more 
powerful machinery 
procured 

Perseverance Company See Chryseis Company  
Pioneer Gold Mining Company 
March 1857 
HI NO: H7622-0228 
(See also HI NO: H7622-0231 – Site 
Number 199 Durham Lead Mines) 
 
 
Duke of Northumberland Gold Mining 
Company 
12th January 1863 
HI NO: H7622-0229 
 
 
 
Convention Company 
January 1861 
HI NO: H7622-0230 

Site Number 198.01 
Buninyong-Durham 
Lead 
Durham Lead 
 
 
 
Site Number 198.02 
Buninyong-Durham 
Lead 
Durham Lead 
 
 
 
Site Number 198.03 
Buninyong-Durham 
Lead 

September 1857 to 
August 1865 – Recorded 
production of 12,088 oz 
10 dwt (376.003 kg) 
1867/8 – Idle 
 
 
1863 to February 1864 – 
Recorded production of 
750 oz 5 dwt 21 gr 
(23.337 kg) 
September 1867 – 
paying wages only 
 
July 1861 to May 1863 – 
Recorded production of 
2308 oz 4 gr (71.789 kg) 
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Gold Mining Company, Date 
Established/Activity Recorded and 
Heritage Inventory Number (HI NO.) 

Site Number and 
Location 

Production 

Durham Lead December 1865 – 
Continuing to obtain 
gold in payable 
quantities 

South Grenville Company  Shaft opposite the 
present day State School 
at Grenville 

Standard of England Company No record found  
 
Gold mining in Durham Lead and surrounds consisted of shallow alluvial deposits and mining 
shafts that were sunk into deep leads. These gold-bearing deposits were associated with 
rivers, creeks and gullies, the geology of which had been altered by basalt or lava or by 
overlying deposits of sand and gravels (Smyth 1869). The Leigh River/Yarrowee Creek was a 
focus for the early miners of Durham Lead. Basaltic deposits and lava flows, eroded and 
weathered by the flow of the river, exposed the underlying alluvial sediments. 
 
The early sections of the shafts of the deep leads, from surface level to a deemed depth, 
were shovelled out and washed to remove the overlying deposits and isolate the gold. This 
technique was effective in shallower shafts as the washdirt (the richest alluvial sediments) 
were relatively close to surface. The process of removing the overlying layers, as the depth 
of shafts increased, became more sophisticated, incorporating the use of “paddocking” 
platforms and later, the wooden windlass (Smyth 1869: p.506) Paddocking involved 
throwing or bucketing up washdirt from one platform to another vertically above it until the 
surface was reached. The wooden windlass was a hand-powered winding device, built like a 
saw-horse or tripod structure, used to raise washdirt from the shaft to the surface. 
However, both the paddocking platforms and windlass had limited capacity in shafts of 
greater depths. 
 

 
Image 15: Illustration of a wooden windlass (Source: lifeonspringcreek.com). 

 
Lithographs of the Pioneer Gold Mining Company and the Convention Gold Mining Company 
are shown below. 
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Image 16: Colour lithograph of the Pioneer Gold Mining Company at Durham Lead. The lithograph depicts the 
mine site buildings and three sections of the underground workings. These include the bedrock, the reef and 
the underground stables. Names of shareholders are listed in the upper left and right corners. (Source: 
Deutsch, H 1833? in State Library of Victoria http://handle.slv.vic.gov.au/10381/69624 accessed 15th 
September 2021) 
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Image 17: Colour lithograph of the Convention Gold Mining Company at Durham Lead. The lithograph depicts 
the mine site, top centre and an 18 horsepower winding machine. Four sections of the underground gutter 
workings are also illustrated. Names of shareholders are company statistics are listed in the shields. (Source: 
Deutsch, H 1833? in State Library of Victoria http://handle.slv.vic.gov.au/10381/69622 accessed 15th 
September 2021) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Many of the gold mines operating in the Durham Lead surrounds encountered seepage from 
the water table. This seepage was an ongoing issue for many mines, as depicted by Smyth’s 
(1869: p.506) account of the Chryseis Company: 
 

In the words of JC Crombie … When the claims were working on 
the Durham Lead some of them were very rich, notably 
Garibaldi; but gold saving appliances were not very good, 
consequently a lot of gold was lost. After heavy rain, specking 
by school children in the mullock heaps proved truthful.  
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“but they have never been able to work the gutter on account of the 
quantity of water in the mine. Since they reached the gutter they have 
been swamped out some eighteen months. During six months of the time 
a stream of water, equal to a ten-inch column, has been running over the 
mouth of the shaft, and at the present time the stream of water running 
from the mouth of the shaft is equal to a three-inch column. By the aid of 
very powerful machinery and large pumps they were for a time able to 
keep the water down, but they were never able to work the mine 
profitably.” 

 
The inability to effectively dewater the early mines saw most operations in Durham Lead 
and surrounds cease by the 1880s.31 The closure of a poorly performing mine exacerbated 
the dewatering issue of other mines still operating as the cessation of pumping in a closed 
mine caused water levels to increase in adjacent mines. This began a cyclical process of 
mine closure followed by rising water levels and more mine closures. The last mine to be 
worked in the area was the Mount Mercer, located further South.32 
 
A Select Committee was formed to examine and consider evidence as to the best means 
available to drain the Sebastopol Plateau and Durham Lead in order to improve the safety of 
shaft mines in other areas of Ballarat (Victoria Government Select Committee 1887). 
Proceedings of the Committee and minutes of evidence pertaining to a progress report were 
released in 1887, stating: 
 

“…there was a preponderance of opinion that it was extremely desirable 
that the plateau should be drained, and with one exception, the witnesses 
were of opinion that the best plan to drain the northern or Ballarat end 
would be by erecting two large pumping plants on suitable sites. It was 
considered inadvisable for each company now in existence, of which there 
are eighteen or more, to erect a separate pumping plant for its own use; 
and that great danger existed among the quartz mines, the shafts of which 
are now being sunk on the east side of the old Golden Point gutter 
workings, of tapping old drives connected with former workings, which 
would be the means of flooding out the mines and possibly result in loss of 
life as well as great damage to the mines affected. It was also stated that 
some of the drives in the former workings were not plotted on the working 
plans, and therefore their position was not accurately known, so that at 
any moment one of those drives may be connected with the quartz 
workings, which would possibly result in great disaster.” 

 
As mining activity continued to decline, the plan to tunnel was abandoned and by the end of 
the 1870s, “mining activity in the alluvial shafts along the Leigh Valley had ceased”.33 

 
31Ibid.  
32 WJE, No date Rich lands of the Leigh Valley 
33 Griffiths, P 1988, Three Times Blest – A History of Buninyong and District 1837 – 1901, Buninyong & District 
Historical Society, Buninyong Victoria. 
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Pastoral History 
 
 
From the early days of settlement in Victoria, wealthy squattors controlled much of the 
land, often for grazing, while others advocated for land for those settlers less well-off to be 
made available for housing and smaller agricultural endeavours. Victoria, between 1849 and 
1871, was divided into 37 counties and almost 2914 parishes, that were then surveyed into 
smaller allotments, to enable the Government to record the sale and transfer of land to 
individuals, known as selectors.34 
 
The Land Act 1862, known as the Duffy Act, was the basis of land administration. It was 
regarded as compromise by the Government to release land for those who were poor and 
the interests of wealthy squattors. The Duffy Act provided for 20 acres of land to each 
selector and anyone eligible was signed up to procure a sufficient acreage to raise the large 
families of the day.35 While it was an attempt to reach compromise, the Duffy Act did not 
end the tension over the distribution of land in early Victoria: 
 

Far from offering a political solution to the tensions between selectors and 
squatters, the Duffy Act (like other land acts which preceded it) 
contributed to yet more struggles and controversy in Victoria. Within days 
of the legislation being passed on 10 September 1862, it was clear that 
once again, large holdings of land were being acquired for sheep grazing 
rather than small-scale agriculture.36 

 
The Durham Lead area has a rich agricultural history, accelerated by the decline in the area’s 
mining fortunes. Crombie’s historical account is rich with the names of pioneer farmers in 
the Durham Lead and Garibaldi regions.37 These include John Moore’s farm on the Leigh 
River, subsequently owned by Collins and then Wylies (in 1934). Mr. Bend was the former 
owner of Jewels, a boarding house that was famous for its Cornish pasties. The property 
Ravas was owned by W. Nicholsons and this was opposite the Duke property. The Freeman 
Brothers property was previously held by the late T. Saunders. Opposite this, based on 
Crombie’s account, was a general store, Post Office and boarding house owned by the late 
W.N.L. Pearse. A racetrack previously existed at Hardies Hill, a small crater that was drained 

 
34 Elkner, C 2007 'Putting Colonial Victoria on the Map', Provenance, September 2007, No. 6. 
35 Crombie 1934 
36 Elkner, 2007 
37 Crombie 1934 

In the words of JC Crombie … Some years ago there was talk of 
riging (SIC) a tunnel from the junction to the Crisis to drain 
the lead, if that ever eventuates it will drain not only Durham 
Lead, but also the whole of the Sebastopol Plateau. 
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in the 1850s and reclaimed for use as the track. In 1867, some of the framework and judges’ 
boxes were still erect.38 
 
A settlement of farmers to the West of Hardies Hill were from the Emerald Isles. The names 
of these early immigrants are listed in Table 6, below. Only three families were not from 
Ireland. W. Thomas owned the Penrose property to the South and it was later held by a 
descendant of one of the original pioneers and in 1934, was known as Fairlie. At one time, 
owned by Taylor, the property operated as racing stables.39 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Table 6: Pastoral Settlers of Durham Lead and Garibaldi40 

Pastoral Settlers (as identified by JC Crombie in 1934) 
From the Emerald Isles Not from the Emerald Isles41 

Carr Donohue McGrath Crombie 
Delaney Murphy McInnes 
Dillion Neville Robinson 
Flanagan O Grady  
Hayes O’Connell  
Kane O’Neil  
Mary Hayes Qualie  

 
Mathew Lindsay’s saw and flour mill with “no end of timber getters” was located in the 
Monmouth Gully as were a group of settlers, affectionately known as the “Mutton Mob”.42  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Farming in early Victoria involved hard manual labour before machinery was introduced. 
The reaping hook was the first tool, followed by the scythe and then the back delivery 

 
38 Ibid. 
39 Ibid. 
40 Ibid. 
41 Crombie 1934 does not offer state where these families were from but notes later in his historical account 
that the farming community was Irish and Scottish. 
42 Ibid. 

In the words of JC Crombie … They were a fine lot of people 
kind-hearted and true friends their salutation to me from 
boyhood was “Welcome, Shan Cromah” You devil God bless 
you, with a grasp of the hand that showed you were welcomed.  

In the words of JC Crombie … There were also experts at the 
profession of potato bandicooting. However, taking them all 
over, they were a decent lot, and their descendants should be 
proud of these old pioneers. 
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reaping machine that still required manual binding. The community would turn out to help 
each other, men and women, boys and girls. By the 1860s and 1870s, threshing machines 
were in use, powered first by horse works with treadmills and later tractors.43 

Churches 
 
The Durham Lead Presbyterian Church44 
 
Correspondence from Jean Shearer (nee Wylie) in 1989 reports the Presbyterian Church in 
Durham Lead was built in the 1860s and would have been one of the first churches in the 
area after the Presbyterian Church built at Buninyong. The erection of the Church was most 
likely funded by early pioneers and miners. The Church was home to the school before the 
No.280 school was built. Ms Shearer recalls large slates under the platform of the Church as 
a child. 
 
The Church was constructed of weatherboards and a shingle roof before the roof was 
replaced with corrugated iron. The front of the Church boasted large sash windows, two on 
each side with the bottom sash frosted. The windows were always shuttered when not in 
use. The original walls were Hessian-lined before this was replaced by pine-lining to stop the 
wind. The pine-lining was upright and wide, about four feet high and then placed horizontal 
for the remaining height on the walls and ceiling. The Church had a split level stage, with the 
pulpit in the centre and steps to a small vestry located at the side of the building. The 
entrance to the Church was a small porch and a fully enclosed water tank was sited at the 
rear. A belfry and iron steeple was placed over the front porch. The Church was located on 
the hill known as Scotch Hill, near the school and hall on the present day Buninyong Mount 
Mercer Road. 
 
Ms Shearer’s great uncle, Jim Wylie, would ring the bell before Church “and he could make 
it sound like his name Jim Wylie”. The first bell ringer, that Ms Shearer’s recalls was Mr John 
Lockyer. Reverend J.G. Davies was at the Parish from 1918 until 1925. He later married a 
daughter of the Reverend Thomas Hastie and left Buninyong in 1925 to take up a role as a 
missionary in Karca, where he remained for many years. Early Church organists were Mrs 
Mitchell, Mrs Sofia Williamson and Mrs Zelma Lockyer. 
 
Sunday School was also held an hour before Church. Ms Shearer recollects the names of 
Miss Sarah Wells, Miss Jessie Petersen, Mrs Mary Lockyer and Miss Nellie Cluff (later Veal) 
as some of the earliest Sunday School teachers. An almost tragic incident was narrowly 
avoided one day at Sunday School. Keith, the younger brother of Ms Shearer took it upon 
himself to ring the bell. The bell came off the tongue and landed on the porch ceiling above 
young Keith’s head. Fortunate for all, Ms Shearer’s father had recently installed a new trap 
door where the bell rope was passed through and this prevented the bell from falling on to 
young Keith! A light-hearted story is recounted by Ms Shearer of Mr King’s billy goat. Mr 
King lived next door to the Church and one Saturday night, a group of lads from the district 

 
43 Ibid. 
44 Shearer, J 1989 History of the Durham Lead Presbyterian Church – personal account 
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captured the innocent billy goat and locked it in the Church overnight. A rather bewildered 
(and dismayed) group of Sunday School teachers and members of the congregation arrived 
Sunday afternoon to find the billy goat still in the Church. 
 
The fire in 1929 burnt the old school and hall and children then studied in the Church - “a 
cold draughty old building with no fire!!”- before a new school was built. The Second World 
War saw the building deteriorated to the point that it was unsafe and it was sold for 
demolition. Church services were moved to the school which was closed at the time. As the 
congregation dwindled and the school became unavailable, services were discontinued. 
 
Other Churches 
 
There were other churches in the area but little information is known about them. These 
included the Primitive and Methodist, the Wesleyan, Methodist and Free Presbyterian. The 
great-grandparents of Ms Shearer were staunch supporters of the latter, which had a 
minister who travelled from Geelong. 
 

Education 
 
 
Formal education begin in Durham Lead in 1857 at the Green Hills School, a Wesleyan 
school. The school later became the Durham Lead State School (No. 280) in 1872. Destroyed 
by fire in June 1929 (see Figure 6, below), the school was rebuilt and continued educating 
students until its closure in 1941, with only four students in attendance. Mr Stocks was the 
first teacher according to Crombie’s historical account.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A Methodist school in the agricultural district of Hardie’s Hill (No. 311) was opened by the 
Wesleyan Methodist Church 1 January 1858. The facility was a rented building that closed in 
1879. William James was its first Head Teacher. Crombie’s personal history notes that some 
of the early teachers at Hardies Hill, before the commencement of the Education Act of 
1872 were the “Messrs. Stuart, Capes and Lane”.45 

 
45 Ibid. 

In the words of JC Crombie … it would be unwise to neglect the 
scholastic institutions and their teachers who tried to 
influence and instruct the then rising generation.  
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Figure 6: Newspaper article dated 4th June 1929, advising of the fire that burnt down the school and hall at 
Durham Lead, noting the origin of the outbreak was a mystery (Source: The Ballarat Courier). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
At this time, the school was using the Irish National School books and the philosophy held by 
teachers was not to spare the rod in the quest to educate children. The Hardies Hill school 
closed in February 1873, replaced by the Garibaldi State School. Mr Lane was to be 
appointed as teacher as part of the arrangement and the grant transferred to the Garibaldi 
Wesleyan Church as the building was more appropriate.46 
 
 

 
Image 18: Photo of the 
Durham Lead State School 
building prior to being moved 
to Durham. The 
accompanying caption reads: 
“Jean Shearer (nee Wylie) 
told me this photo of Durham 
Lead School was taken before 
the School was shipped to 
Durham. One Sunday George 
Haywood, Dad (Perc Pepper) 
and Walter and Bess Wylie 
went to Grant Trunk near 
Berringa to look at the 
building and this photo was 
taken there”. 

There were also private schools in the area, including Milligan’s Scholastic Institute at 
Green’s corner in Garibaldi. This Institute was also a boarding house. To the North of the 

 
46 Three Times Blest – A History of Buninyong and District 1837 – 1901, Buninyong & District Historical Society, 
Buninyong Victoria. 

In the words of JC Crombie … However, they were great men 
and women and had to work under trying circumstances and 
had to collect their own fees too and I believe had to pay their 
assistants … 
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Garibaldi Claim, Millet’s was another private institution. JC Crombie was taught at Miss 
Bryant’s in Garibaldi by the Irish Schoolmaster Dennis McMaster.47 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Image 19: Photograph 
(right) of Doris Cairns, 
teacher, who later 
became Mrs Rizzol circa 
early 1920s. (No 
identification provided 
of second person in 
photo).  

 
47 Griffiths, P 1988 Three Times Blest – A History of Buninyong and District 1837 – 1901, Buninyong & District 
Historical Society, Buninyong Victoria. 
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Image 20: Pupils of the Durham Lead State School with teacher Doris Cairns, 12th August (or March?) 1924. 

 
 
 

 
 
Figure 7: Inscription identifying pupils in Durham Lead State School photograph (Image 20, above). 
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Subsequent to the inception of the Education Act of 1872, and as noted above, a second 
school at Garibaldi, the Garibaldi State School (No. 2173) was opened on 1st August 1879, 
replacing No. 311 at Hardie’s Hill that was approximately two miles to the North. The school 
was on land owned by the Lands Department and a nominal rate for occupancy was paid to 
them.  
 
The school was built for up to 120 students with an average attendance of 114 students. 
The first teacher was a Mr John Lane and the Head Teacher until December 1880 was 
Edward J. Hamilton. Other teachers (surnames) were Courtney, McCllelland, Draffin and 
Sullivan.48 The first application to the Victorian Government for the State School at Garibaldi 
included 151 children from 47 parents with notable families among them, including seven 
children of Thomas Haynes of Hardies, eight children of Timothy Neville’s and six children of 
Robert Wylie of Garibaldi.  
 
An inspection recorded 112 children present, and noted that an average attendance of 100 
students would keep the school viable and it would not be necessary to enforce the Act 
requiring children attend, as “the parents of the children, without exception (are) anxious to 
have their children educated”.49 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Coincident with the opening of the Garibaldi State School, a residence for the Head Teacher 
was also acquired. This was a six room wooden dwelling that was purchased and repaired. 
The decline in mining and the years of the Great Depression from 1929 to 1938 significantly 
impacted the school, leaving it without a teacher from 1940 until its closure in late 1943. 
Sixty four years after its opening, the Garibaldi school was closed on 22nd September 1943.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
48 Shearer, J 1989 History of the Durham Lead Presbyterian Church – personal account 
49 Griffiths, P 1988 Three Times Blest – A History of Buninyong and District 1837 – 1901, Buninyong & District 
Historical Society, Buninyong Victoria. 

In the words of JC Crombie … at Garibaldi … (where I learnt) …”It 
is a sin to steal a pin, much more to steal a greater thing”. The 
law seems different now, as a person who steals ℒ1000 gets 
just the same as another that steals a pair of stockings. 
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Image 21: Photograph of pupils and teacher, John Duke, of Durham Lead State School, date unknown (Source: 
Kit Scott). 

 
 

Image 22: Photograph of the 4th reunion of pupils of Durham Lead State School in 1917 (persons unknown), 
with notes by Jean Shearer. 
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Image 23: Pupils of the Durham Lead State School with their teacher, 1929 or 1930 with notes by Jean Shearer. 

 
        Image 24: Pupils of the Durham Lead State School with their teacher, 1931. 
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Figure 8: Letter written by the Head Teacher on 15th February 1878, advising of an outbreak of Scarlet fever 
amongst pupils (and their families) of Durham Lead State School (No. 280). 

 
The school records were kept at Grenville after the closure of the Garibaldi State School. A 
fire in 1952 destroyed most of the remaining historical school records associated with both 
Durham Lead and Garibaldi. However, a letter regarding an outbreak of Scarlet fever at the 
Durham Lead State School (No. 280) in February 1878, written by the Head Teacher, was 
included in the historical documents of Durham Lead and Garibaldi (see Figure 8, above). 
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A second letter included in the 
historical documents, also 
pertained to the Durham Lead 
State School (No. 280) and is 
dated 6th May 1879. Written 
by the Head Teacher, the letter 
is a reminder of the promise of 
a promotion made to the Head 
Teacher the previous year 
(presumably by the Education 
authorities). The letter speaks 
to the length of service of the 
teacher, his teaching efforts 
which he believes have been 
met with approval by the 
Inspectors which have visited 
the schools where he has 
taught and that he is in a worst 
position from when he taught 
at an allotment in Lethbridge 
more than five years ago. This 
is because the Durham Lead 
State School has been reduced 
from an allotment of 100 – 125 
to 75 – 100. The letter ends 
with the request to rectify the 
teacher’s situation and is a 
reminder of Crombie’s 
recollection of the poor 
remuneration of teachers at 
that time. 
 
Figure 9: Letter from the Head 
Teacher at Durham Lead State School 
(No. 280), dated 6th May 1879, 
requesting an improvement to his 
remuneration, as he had been 
promised the year earlier. 

 
 
The school building was later purchased from the Victorian Education Department to be 
retained as a community centre and facility, operated under the management of the 
Garibaldi Public Purposes Reserve Committee of Management Incorporated. The school 
residence was also handed to the community. Additional facilities such as barbeques and a 
playground have been added to the site through the generous work of volunteers and some 
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Government grant funding.50  The Durham Lead State School (No. 280) and Garibaldi State 
School (No. 2173) are shown in Images 25 and 31, below.  
 

 
Image 25: Photograph of the Garibaldi State School (No.2173) and pupils circa 1900s. 

 

  
Image 26: Photograph of pupils and teacher from the Garibaldi State School (No. 2173) 15th October 1909. 

 
50 Garibaldi Public Purposes Reserve Committee of Management Incorporated no date, Garibaldi Hall and 
Public Reserve, Garibaldi Public Purposes Reserve Committee of Management Incorporated, Victoria, Australia. 
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Image 27: Photograph of pupils of the Garibaldi State School, circa 1934 with Lindsay and Maureen Gardiner 
identified, other persons unknown (Source: Unknown). 

 

 
 
Image 28: Photograph of pupils of the Garibaldi State School and others, dated 13th May 1936, persons 
unknown (Source: Unknown). 
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Image 29: Photograph of members of the Durham Lead community with the Honour Board from the Durham 
Lead State School that survived the fire in 1929. 
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Image 30: Edward Charlton’s 
Certificate of a Child Sufficiently 
Educated issued by the Victoria 
Education Department, dated 23rd 
October 1879. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

Image 31: Photograph of pupils and teacher at the original Durham Lead State School, corner of Mount Mercer 
Road and O'Loughlins Road, circa 1900.  
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Figure 10: Letter to the Education Department dated 8th February 1915 from William Alban May, aged 15 ½ 
years, offering his services as teacher for the Garibaldi State School as it was constantly without a teacher 
during World War 1. William had obtained his Qualifying Certificate only two years prior.  



 
  DURHAM LEAD 

 

DURHAM LEAD 49 

 

Durham Lead and Garibaldi Today 
 
Historical sites in Durham Lead include sites of original commercial activity, education and 
gold mining and discovery. The shallow alluvial workings of Green Hills Diggings and the 
original site of Learmonth’s Run date back to 1856 and 1857 respectively. The site of the 
Durham Lead State School is an important link to early formal schooling in the area while 
Pioneer Lane and Kinsey’s Lane both mark several historical sites while Slaughterhouse Road 
is the site of Durham Lead’s butchery, circa 1864. A map of sites of historical importance in 
Durham Lead and Garibaldi is provided in Figure 12 below. The map was part was of the 
excursion notes (6th November 2011) of Jean Shearer. The Garibaldi State School No. 2173, 
as noted above, was restored and now operates as a local community hall and playground. 
Images (see Images 32 to 35 below) of the site today are provided below. A memorial on the 
site pays tribute to the school’s history and redevelopment as a community hall (Image 35). 
 
An article in the Ballarat Courier provides information 
regarding a historical Avenue of Honour in Durham 
Lead. The L-shaped row of trees was planted in 1917 
in the memory of World War II soldiers from Durham 
Lead who served from 1914 to 1918. There were no 
less than 32 men who volunteered to serve, with 
three not returning. The trees were planted at the 
same time as the unveiling of a carved Honour Board 
at the Durham Lead State School (No. 280). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 11: Article in the Ballarat Courier (right) regarding the 
historical Avenue of Honour in Durham Lead. (Source: The 
Ballarat Courier, 26th November 2003). 
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Figure 12: Map of Durham Lead and Surrounds indicating sites of historical importance and early gold mines 
(Source: Jean Shearer, Excursion to Durham Lead 6th November 2011). 
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Image 32: The Garibaldi Community Hall, formerly Garibaldi State School No. 2173 (October 2021). 

 
Image 33: The Garibaldi Community Hall and Playground (October 2021). 
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Image 34: The memorial plaques at Garibaldi Hall (October 2021).  

 

Image 35: The memorial at Garibaldi Hall (above), the rear of the memorial (top right) and the tribute sign to 
William and Elizabeth Lockyer (below right) on the gate to the grounds of Garibaldi Hall (October 2021). 
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Image 36: The house on Slaughterhouse Road, Durham Lead, believed to the abandoned house referred to by 
Jean Shearer in her notes on photographs taken, dated 23rd June 2005 (see Appendix 4). The house is noted by 
Ms Shearer as the house of the late Ernest Napoleon Gilbert who raised eleven children and was a butcher.  
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Image 37: Newspaper article celebrating the centenary of Herb Quick, pictured with his wife Alice, aged 96, 
and those who gathered to help him celebrate at the old schoolhouse (now community hall) in Garibaldi 
where he was first educated (Source: The Age, 15th February 1988). 
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Image 38: Herb Quick, pictured with his wife Alice, aged 96 (top) and planting a tree at the present day 
Garibaldi Community Hall (below right). 
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Figure 13: Letter from Rita Starres, dated 27th October 2005, thanking Kevin for his letter and photos sent. 
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Figure 14: Funeral Mass card, front and back pages (top) and pages 2-3 (bottom) for Catherine Lucy Scott (Kit), 
Postmistress of Durham Lead. Ms Scott was born 4th July 1915 and passed away 1st December 2004. 
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Figure 15: Funeral Mass card, pages 4-5 (top) and pages 6-7 (bottom) for Catherine Lucy Scott (Kit), 
Postmistress of Durham Lead. Ms Scott was born 4th July 1915 and passed away 1st December 2004. 
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Figure 16: Newspaper article recording the 84th birthday celebration of Mrs Hilda Gilbert of Durham Lead. Mrs 
Gilbert was born and raised in Durham Lead (Source: Unknown and undated). The information below was 
obtained from https://www.myheritage.com/names/hilda_lockyer. 

Hilda Madeline Gilbert (born Lockyer), 1886 - 1972 
Hilda Madeline Gilbert (born Lockyer) was born on month day 1886, at birth place , to William 

Lockyer and Elizabeth Lockyer (born Dawson) . 

William was born on May 5 1855, in Springfield Cottage, Little Lonsdale Street, Melbourne. Victoria.. 

Elizabeth was born on April 3 1852, in Durham. England. 

Hilda had 8 siblings: George Lockyer , David John Lockyer and 6 other siblings . 

Hilda married Ernest Napoleon Gilbert on month day 1907, at age 21 at marriage place . 

Ernest was born on 1874, in Durham Lead, Victoria. Australia.. 

His occupation was Butcher. 

They had 11 children: Ernest Lyle Gilbert , George Valentine Gilbert and 9 other children . 

Hilda lived on month day 1972, at address . 

Hilda passed away of cause of death on month day 1972, at age 85 at death place . 

She was buried on month day 1972, at burial place . 
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Appendix 1: Ballarat South Gold Dredging Company Prospectus 
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Appendix 2 – JC Crombie’s Personal Account 
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Appendix 3 – John Scott’s Personal Account 
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Appendix 4 – Additional Documents and Photographs 
 
 

1. Community-Related Photographs and Information 

 
2. Education-Related Photographs 

 
3. Buninyong Division Electoral Roll of 1856 

 
4. Post Office Correspondence 

 
5. History of the Presbyterian Church 

 
6. Leigh and District Historical Society Inc. 

 
7. Gold Mining Information 
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Community-Related Photographs and Information 
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Figure 17: Notes by Jean Shearer, dated 23rd June 2005 of a trip to Durham Lead, describing photographs 
taken and notes on historical locations, page 1. The photograph referred to in 1 is believed to the photograph 
of the house in Image 36, taken in October 2021. 
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Figure 18: Notes by Jean Shearer, dated 23rd June 2005 of a trip to Durham Lead, describing photographs 
taken and notes on historical locations, page 2.  



 
  DURHAM LEAD 

 

DURHAM LEAD 79 

 

 

Figure 19: Notes by Jean Shearer, dated 23rd June 2005 of a trip to Durham Lead, describing photographs 
taken and notes on historical locations, page 3.  
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Figure 20: Notes by Jean Shearer, dated 23rd June 2005 of a trip to Durham Lead, describing photographs 
taken and notes on historical locations, page 4. 
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Figure 21: Notes by Jean Shearer, dated 6th November 2011 of an excursion to Durham Lead with notes on 
historical locations, page 1. 
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Figure 22: Map from Browah Smyth of the Goldfields and Mineral Districts of Victoria, 1869, p.504 included in 
the notes by Jean Shearer, dated 6th November 2011 of an excursion to Durham Lead, page 2. 
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Figure 23: Map of Durham Lead and Surrounds indicating historical sites of the area, included in the notes by 
Jean Shearer, dated 6th November 2011 of an excursion to Durham Lead, page 3.  
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Figure 24: Newspaper articles, (top) profiling the life of Sir John Quick (Source: Hobart Mercury, 23rd of May 
2001) and second article with no source information or date. 

Caption on article (right) 
notes the following 
relationships to Dr John 
Quick: 
 
Richard Major – First Cousin 
(Mavis’ grandfather) 
 
Ernest Victor – Second Cousin 
(Mavis’ father) 
 
Mavis’ third cousin 
Margaret’s fourth cousin 
Hill girls’ fifth cousin 
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Figure 25: Remembrance card of Selina Whykes - died 16th June 1899, aged 20 years - beloved wife of Harry 
Carlyon Whykes of Buninyong and daughter of Mrs Malari of Durham Lead (Source unknown). 
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Figure 26: Letter from D Whykes, dated 11th August 2005, that accompanied the Remembrance Card for Selina 
Whykes which speaks to the reason of her death, being child-birth, and the deaths of two of her sisters, all in 
one year, noting the hardship of the District. The sisters are all buried in Buninyong Cemetery. 
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Image 39: Photograph of extended family gathering in Durham Lead, circa 1885. (Source: 
https://museumvictoria.com.au/collections/items/766603/negative-extended-family-group... 26th December 
2011). 
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Image 40: Negative of a butcher family from Buninyong (Source: 
http://museumvictoria.com.au/collections/items/772725/negtive-butcher-family-on-th... 8/06/20210). 
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Figure 27: Letter from Peter Whykes to Michael Scott regarding the procurement of photographs and some 
history of the Durham Lead area, dated 22nd May 2005. 
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Image 41: Photograph of Austins Blacksmith shop opposite Wiggins Road on Midland Highway, Scotsburn, date 
and source unknown.  
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Figure 28: Map of the Township of Durham Lead (Source: Department of Lands and Survey, 22 July 1899). 
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 Image 42: Family photograph (left) of the Lockyer family - Mary Ozilla Lockyer (nee Williamson), 
John Lockyer and children from left, Edith, William Harold (known as Harold), Bertha and Ruby 
(undated). Photograph (below) Mary Ozilla (nee Williamson) and John Lockyer of Bonnie Doon 
Durham Lead (undated).  
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Image 43: A Williamson 
Wedding – From 
inscription on back of 
photograph: Back Row, 
left to right - persons not 
identified. Front row, left 
to right – William Henry 
Valentine Williamson, 
Edith Lockyer, Ruth 
Williamson (?), Jean Jack 
(?), Ruby Lockyer, Bertha 
Lockyer. Edith, Ruby and 
Bertha were nieces of the 
bride as their mother was 
Mary Ozilla Lockyer (nee 
Williamson). 
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Image 44: Photograph 
of the wedding of 
Edith Lockyer. 
Inscription reads 
"Wedding of Edith 
Lockyer daughter of 
John Lockyer and 
Mary Lockyer (nee 
Williamson) of Bonnie 
Doon Durham Lead to 
Albert Sydney Kerr 
Usher (Syd). 
Bridesmaids: on left 
Bertha Lockyer and on 
right Ruby Lockyer, 
sisters of bride. 
Groomsman on left 
unknown and on right 
Harold Lockyer 
brother of bride 
(undated). 
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Image 45: Photograph called “The Sunday School Girls”, provided by Frances Winnell. Her notes to the photo state: “They are Josie Wells, Agnes Wylie (?), Bertha Lockyer, 
Blanche Mitchell, Emma Wells, Ruby Lockyer, Mrs Williamson, Maude Smith and Edie Lockyer. Just start from L to R at the start of each row.”  

“I love this photo – they 
look great and the dress is 
beautiful” 
 

Frances Winnell 
27th September 2011 
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Image 46: Photograph of Kit Scott, from the Durham Lead Post Office, in front of 
the demolished Pioneer Hotel in Durham Lead, in 1933. 
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Image 47: Photograph of the Garibaldi Bridge Flood in 1933. 
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Figure 29: Sketch of Denholm’s Bridge at Durham Lead. A handwritten note by Jean Shearer refers to the guy wires that were made of 86 Galv fencing wire, put there by 
her father in circa 1928. She remarks that the guy wires probably saved the bridge when the Garibaldi Bridge was swept away in the 1930s (Image 48) as the wires tied to 
pieces of cable and set in concrete.  
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Image 48: 
Photograph of 
four young 
ladies enjoying 
the bush 
setting in 
Garibaldi, circa 
1980s. 
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Image 49: Photographs (left and centre) of Lindsay Gardiner, aged 15 months, playing in the snow at Garibaldi in 1932. Photograph (right) of Principal Gardiner’s wife in the 
Garibaldi State School residence farmyard, circa 1935. 
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Image 50: Photograph of boys of the Garibaldi State School in September 1936 with the results of the day's rabbit hunting. 
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Image 51: Photograph of Wattie Martin, Lindsay Gardiner (Principal) and person unknown, circa 1936 with their gold digging gear.  
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Image 52: Photograph of Gwen and Rita Lockyer with Maureen (Gardiner) on the horse Boss, in February 1936.  
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Image 53: Photograph believed to be of the Band of the Buninyong Fire Brigade. The caption reads that The Buninyong Telegraph of 1880 carries a report on a Drum and 
Fife Band and Arthur Coxall was the Bandleader in 1901.  
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Image 54: Photograph of the Buninyong Hotel in 1920. 
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Image 55: Photograph of a possible main street, location unknown, image date stamped 14-11-2007.
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Figure 30: Humorous newspaper clipping regarding a speeding "horse and dray" (Source: The Ballarat Courier, 
11th August 1960).  
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Figure 31: Newspaper clipping on the "Rich Lands of the Leigh Valley", undated. 

 

 

 

 



  DURHAM LEAD 

 

DURHAM LEAD 109 

 

 
Image 56: Newspaper clipping of rabbit shoot in 1933. 
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Education-Related Photographs and Letter 
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Figure 32: Letter (page 1), dated 21st June 1883, written in reply to receipt of a complaint regarding the 
discipline methods of pupils at Durham Lead State School No. 280 indicating the Department places no 
reliance on the word of parents in such complaints. 
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Figure 33: : Letter (page 2), dated 21st June 1883, written in reply to receipt of a complaint regarding the 
discipline methods of pupils at Durham Lead State School No. 280. 
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Image 57: Photograph of pupils and teacher at the original Durham Lead State School, corner of Mount Mercer Road and O'Loughlins Road, circa 1900.  
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Image 58: Photograph of the Garibaldi State School (No. 2173) school community, no date.  
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Image 59: Photographs of the interior of the Garibaldi State School (No. 2173) in 1932. 
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Image 60: Photograph of Garibaldi House in 1929, the teacher's residence. 
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Image 61: Photograph of the Garibaldi State School (No. 2173) in 1929.  
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Image 62: Photograph of pupils of the Garibaldi State School (No. 2173) in 1930, persons unknown.  
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Image 63: Photograph of pupils of the Garibaldi 
State School (No. 2173) in 1938. Back row - 
Stella Veal, Dorothy Veal, Bobby Wylie and 
Albert Veal - Front Row - Mary Breman, Robert 
Veal and May Breman. 
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Image 64: Photograph of Garibaldi State School (No. 2173) Principal Gardiner and his family  in 1935. 
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Image 65: Photograph of pupils of the Garibaldi State School (No. 2173) in 1943. Inscription on back of photo reads “Standing, left to right, Stella Veal, Max Brennan, 
Dorothy Veal, Bobbie Wylie, Robert Veal and Albert Veal, sitting Mary Brennan and Mary Booth”. 
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Image 66: Photograph of the Garibaldi State School in 1943, the year of it closing down. 
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Image 67: Photograph of Garibaldi House – the Garibaldi State School’s (No. 2173) teacher residence in 1929. Person not known.
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Buninyong Division Electoral Roll of 1856 
 

 

Buninyong Division Names from Electoral Roll in 1856 – May have had children attending Green Hills State 

School (Durham Lead) No. 280. The school opened in 1857.  

Name                                    Residence       Occupation Name                                   Residence   Occupation 

 

 

Figure 34: Buninyong Division Electoral Roll of 1856, pp.1-2.  
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Name                                    Residence       Occupation  

 

 

Figure 35: Buninyong Division Electoral Roll of 1856, p.3. 

 

 



  DURHAM LEAD 

 

DURHAM LEAD 126 

 

 

 

 

Post Office Correspondence and Photographs  
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Figure 36: Letter to Miss CL Scott, 8th June 1976, p.1 regarding information on the Durham Lead Post Office 

(Source: Baker, DN 1976, Australia Post). 
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Figure 37: Letter to Miss CL Scott, 8th June 1976, p.2 regarding information on the Durham Lead Post Office 

(Source: Baker, DN 1976, Australia Post). 
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Figure 38: Letter to Miss CL Scott, 25th February 1976, advising approval for closure of Durham Lead Post Office 

(Source: Cowling, JD 1976, Australia Post).
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Image 68: 
Photograph of 
the Durham Lead 
Post Office sign, 
undated.
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Image 69: The Durham Lead 
Post Office in the 1960s 
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History Of The Durham Lead Presbyterian Church 
 
 
 

By Jean Shearer (nee Wylie) July 1989 

As I remember and have been told. 

The Durham Lead Presbyterian Church would have been built about 1860 and would 
probably have been one of the first churches to have been built after the Buninyong 
Presbyterian Church.  Like the original school, which was No 280, it would have been paid 
for by the pioneer and early miners in the area. I believe school was held in the church 
before the school was built. Large slates were found under the platform when I was a girl. 

 

Built of weatherboards with a shingle roof - later corrugated iron, it had two large windows on 
each side, with the bottom sash frosted. These were always covered with wooden shutters 
when not in use. Originally it had Hessian lining, which used to flap in and out on windy days. 
It was later pine lined, with upright wide boards, about four feet up, and then horizontal pine 
boards for the rest of the walls and ceiling.  The pulpit was in the centre of a split level stage, 
with steps leading down to the small vestry at the  side of the  church. A small porch was at the 
entrance, and at the rear of it a completely enclosed water tank. Over the porch was a belfry 
and iron steeple. 
 
My great uncle, Jim Wylie, used to ring the bell before church, and he could make it sound 
like his name Jim Wylie. Mr John Lockyer was the first bell ringer I can remember. 
 
Sunday School was always held an hour before church, and one day my young brother Keith 
decided he would ring the bell, but the bell fell off the tongue, and landed on the porch 
ceiling above his head. Had our father not recently put a new trap door, where the rope 
went through, he could have been killed. 
 
The first minister I can remember was Rev. JG Davies 1918-1925. He married a daughter of 
Rev. Thomas Hastie, and later after leaving Buninyong in l925; he and his  family went to 
Karca as Missionaries and remained there for many years. 
 
 In 1929 the local school and hall was burnt down, and school was held in the church for a 
while year - a cold draughty old building and no fire!! 
 
The church became unsafe during the 2nd world was and was sold for demolition. Church 
was then held in the school, which at that time had been closed, but was later      shifted away 
in 1943. 
 
As no other building was available and only a small number in the congregation, no more 
services were held. The earliest Sunday school teachers I can remember were Miss Sarah Wells, 
Miss Jessie Pearson, Mrs. Mary Lockyer and Miss Nellie Cluff (later Veal) 
 
Organists were Mrs. Mitchell, Mrs. Sofia Williamson and Mrs. Zelma Lockyer. 
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Other churches in the district were Primitive and Methodist, Wesleyan, Methodist and Free 
Presbyterian. I cannot remember the latter, but my great grandparents, who came from 
Scotland in 1849, were very staunch supporters of it. A minister used to come from Geelong. 
 
Mr King used to live next door to the Presbyterian Church, and one Saturday night some young 
lads of the district caught his billy goat, and locked in in the church, much to the dismay and 
bewilderment of the Sunday school teachers and congregation, when they arrived on Sunday 
afternoon. 

 
The church was situated on the hill, near the school and hall on the Buninyong Mount Mercer 
road and it was known as Scotch Hill. 

 
Jean Shearer (nee Wylie) July 1989. 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 39: Letter written by Jean Shearer regarding the history of the Presbyterian Church in Durham Lead, 
1989. 
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Leigh and District Historical Society Inc. 
 
 

 

Figure 40: Newsletter of the Leigh and District Historical Society Inc, Jottings from the halfway house, dated 
September 2001, p.1. 
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Figure 41: Newsletter of the Leigh and District Historical Society Inc, Jottings from the halfway house, dated 
September 2001, p.2. 
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Figure 42: Newsletter of the Leigh and District Historical Society Inc, Jottings from the halfway house, dated 
September 2001, p.3. 
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Figure 43: Newsletter of the Leigh and District Historical Society Inc, Jottings from the halfway house, dated 
September 2001, p.4. 
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Figure 44: Brochure of the Leigh and District Historical Society Inc., p.1. 
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Figure 45: Brochure of the Leigh and District Historical Society Inc., p.2. 
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Gold Mining Information 
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Figure 46: Excerpt of article from Ballarat Star, dated 6th August 1887, in which Mr Murray offers some 
suggestions for the further development of gold mining in the colony (Source: Ballarat Star, 6th August 1887, 
p.2)  
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Figure 47: Eureka Plot Gold mining companies (Source: Department of Primary Industries, State of Victoria 
2003).  
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